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SEDSLELSFLSSLESS 
To the Right Worſhipful  - - 
JOHN TUCKFIELD Eſq 
Sheriff of the County of 


Devon, 


tranſgreſſuon of Decorum to 
inſunuate any thing 1 preſent to 
you on common inducements, 
1 ſhould (which moſt juſily ] 
might”) bave uſed the ordi- 
| nary ſtyle of Dedications, 
and ſaid, The Vaſt Obligations, which you have 
laid upon me, require ſome publick teſtimony of gra 
titude, and I could never evidence it more proper- 
| ly than by making that yours, of which you were an 
Auditour in ſo publick a __— 
But I had rather the world ſhould know I am 
ignorant where to find a ſurer Patron for a Diſ- 
conrſe of this ſnbjei; and that your real Zeal 
and fidelity to the Eccleſtaſtical laws , order and 
preſent conſtitution, renders you, firſt a refuge of 
the conſtant and faithful ſons of the Church, and 
then I aooed ſpeaks ſuch faithfulneſs. Where 
therefore I am aſſured of ſo true affefiion to the 
D A_2 Cleroy. 
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If there ſhould be' ay © oreſaion'” tu what 7 
haſtily medit ated ( as my- nec imeplotments at 
{preſent enforce) which ſbonld diſguſt any, and create 
| wonder that your name ſhould be uſed to authoriſe: 


wgbt ghrſo 0 harſh, you may be pleaſed to'anſwer (what 
's-mo$t true) That you knew neither of the Printing 


or Dedication bevel till the ſight of it ſurprized 


you; That I am a man preſumptuons jipon my | 
 Tiends, and had the boldneſs to reckon you one of 


he chief, That I did this (for fuer peyote 


nine own head, and, 


berein 


bappy that I cen pres to I 


Sir, 
Of your (ervants png the 
' mEA 
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Etw. Wetenhall. 
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A Sermon preached inthe Cathedral of 
St Peter, Exon. on the Afſize-Sunday, 
Tuly 26. 1668. 


The Text J=R EM.XV.10. 


Wo is me my Mother, that thow ha$ born me 
Man of ſtrife and contention to the whole earth: 
I have nether lent on Vſury, nor have men 
| lent to me on Uſury, yet eyery one of them do 
| curſe me. 
p 


Atience doth nor exclude a ſenſe of Miſery. 
nor contentedneſs ever ſeal up the lips 
againſt all complaints, There may as well 
be on ſome ſeaſons 2 querulous meeknefſs as 

| © 2 patient grief: and the ſuffering Saints we 

| -# re Scripture — _—_— eſs obliged 
mankind by their ſeeming 1 ing ſome eruption 

paſſions, which ſhews ns = & ras, = Se: may do, than 
by their bounding and temperating ſuch indulgences 
which ceacheth us what we ought to do, Truly, as it 1s ſore 
comfort in our ſadneſs to ſee, that our elder brerhren,ja our 

Lords houſe, have been in like condition with us, © it can- 
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paſions-with our ſelves... 

The Man Moſes, in his more conſtant temper, was the 
meekeſt mn on earth ; Jet, when ——_ by the _ 
roſpedt of his idolatries and revolt, in a tranſport 
b enetion aqcare the Tables, which not onely the 
moſt focred Law in them written, but the writing of the 
Almighties own finger had hallowed, | 

We have heard too of the Patience of Fob, who though 
he never in all his miſery charged God fooliſhly, yer aſter 
the anguiſh of ſeven days and (even nights, when his griet 
was very great, and none ſpake a word unto him, then 
bn; A mouth, and curſed his day, In which, though 
ſome Modern heads ( for Ancients never did ) have been 
pleaſed ro conceive him to have ſinned, yet who underſtand 
the holy Language know, that that carſing which the 
Original word there uſed {ignifies is only 2 light eſteeming, 
vilitying, or ſpeaking diſhonourably of : and who under- 
ſtand Poetry will be apt to think the whole Chapter,which 
is ſuppoſed to contein that malediction, is onely a Tra- 
gick Threnody or lofry lamentation of his unhappy ſelf : 
which not improbably may reach us, that Big griets may 
be allowed nox onely to ſigh, but to ſigh deep as them: 
{elves, and floiw ia Language which may ſeem as (wolo, as 
the breſts from whence 1t came, 
| Hereof another preſident we have in the preſent Pro- 
| pher, if not ſo innocently Chap. 20. 15, yet.in the text 
ſurely without any other guilt, than chat of frailty and hu- 


| mane infelicity, His eyes and experience had been ſad | 


| witneſſes of the publike corruption and looſneſs of the 


[age: Divine inſpiration bad acquainted him of the ap- | 
 proaching deſolation of Feruſalem, and captivity of its in 


|Uabitants: Himſelf had denounced to them this dreadfu 
down, and, that he might have prevented it, with al. 


| 
noe bur ere& and ſweetly cheer our finking minds, that we 
find them when in like condition,” to have been alſo of like 


: 


—_— 


paſſionazeneſs and inſtance conjured them to repentance. 


but 4} 


| 
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| daughter of his people, who were moſt lewdly idolatrous 


_—_— 


bur, alas! withoue ſucceſs: He had. beſides with the ut- 

moſt protuſion of . affections, and all ſenſible expreſſions 
thereof lamented their imminent calamity, wiſhing bs 
Eyes might run down with tears night and day inceſſantly, 
uling the ſweeteſt rerms, and ſtyling them the Firgin 


meretricious, and yet could neither, notwick ſtanding 
the authority with which he came, perſwade the people 
'twas true he ſaid, nor with all his tears induce them to 
think he was concerned touching their certain miſery, 
Finally, he had, with che moſt efficacious arguments he 
could imagine, pleaded and ftriven with God tor mercy in 
their behalf, and found him as inflexible as them z his 
anſwer not being onely a denial, but, a proteſtaticn of reſo- 
lute obſtinacie: Thowgh Moſes and Samuel ſtood before me, 
ſaith the Lord, yet ſhould not my mind be turned toward them, 
but I wow!d caſt them out of my fight. And after all this, his 
ſucceſsleſneſs, both with them and the Almighty, the ſole 
reception, which all his paſt pains and preſent Zeal found, 
was, from the people,Oppolicion, hatred, and revilings, 
and from God further imployment in his thankleſs and 
(as to him it ſeemed) not onely bootleſs bur vexatious 
office, All which ſeeing, and not apprehending himſelf 
on one fide or t'other likely ro do good, being now fadly 
taught by his own particular experience, what Solomon be- 
fore in general delivered, that The day of death s better| 
thay the day of birth, as unable in filence longer to contein 
ſuch agomes of anguiſh, he burſts out, Wo & me my mather, 
that thos hait born me 4a ſou of ftrife and contention to the 
whole earth, 1 have neither, &Cc, | 
I wiſh it were not obvious to parallel amongſt us Fe- 
remie's caſe, and that not ina particular perſon or two, but 
ina publick body, Who inherit his office, inherit his mi- 
ſery : and we of the Miniſtry of the Church of England, 
who are faithful to her laws and intereſt, may, and ſurely 
many of us often haye not unjuſtly Taken ap this lamen- 

Bz_ 


ration,| 
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1 ration, Yo i me my mother,my mother the Engliſh Church, | 
that thes haſt born me « fon of ſtrife and contention to the 
| whole earth, We have neither practiſed extortion nor op- 
preſſion, 1 could wiſh it could as truly beſaid, we had never 
< either, and yet the people curſe ws, Give me leave, 
I beſeech you, to conſider the inducements of this lamenta- 
tion, and you ſhall not find it groundlefs, Give me leave 
co confider the lamentation it ſelf, and it ſhall nor —_— 
exceſfive or exorbitant, Give me leave, laſtly, to conftder 
- 4 or defogn, and I hope the whole will nor be found 
uſeleſs, , 

Who ads without a reaſon ads not like a man ; who 
without due reaſon, not at all like a ſober man. That there- 
fore none may ſuſpect the juſtice or prudence of the Pro- 
phets complaint, I beſeech you attend unto irs inducements 
( ſhall I ſay 7) or inforcements z which were two; His 
preſent miſery, and its grounds. His miſery in being « fo» 
of ftrife and contention to the whole earth, and curſed by all 
the people, The grounds hereof, negatively expreſt, 7 have 
neither lent wpon nſury, nor have men lent to me on wſury : 
and poſitively infinuated, My mothe} hath born me a ſon of 
ſtrife and contention. n 

As miſeries ſeldome come fiogle, ſo is tt more than one. 
under which our Prophet groans, His words ſpeak him to 
have met with Contentious oppoſitions, ſcornful fleights, 
and malicious {landers, 

Firſt, he complains himſelf to be 2 man of ſtrife anc 
contention to the whole earth, that'is,to the Jewiſh world, 
all chat of earth, to which he was yet known, or Had to do 
with: Nor, that he was a man given to ſtrifes, but that in 
che innocent and conſcientious diſcharge of his ſacred 
funtion he met with them from the impieties of men, ! 
Neither were the C ourts oppreſt with his ſaits, nor the 
ſtreets with his raileries, nor the fields with his quarrels or | 
riots: bur while from God he told Fudah of their tran(- | 
grefſions, and 1ſracl of- their fins and (ad approaching re- 

—_— - compence | 
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grow better, and ſave juſtice the labour, and themſelves 
the pains of puniſhment, he is reputed by ſuch, who: hac 
no ſtomach to virtue, a man as it were made up of ſtrife : 
And while he is zealouſly concerned abont their happineſs, 
and will not be put off with a ſingle or ſome few nerarec 
repulſes, he is thought troubleſome for this his charitable 
and unwearied importunity , -and branded by men, who 
were refolved never to be guilty of changing ro the berter, 
for a contentious perſon; and 4s zeal, their incor 

gibleneſs gave him the trouble of one ſort of ſtriving. 


quietly, | 

Something of ſuch contentiouſneſs is common to al, 
who are (ent on like errands with the Propher, Men com- 
monly prove not caſte Proſelyres to holy Life: nor is it 5 
(mall contention of labour which choſe muſt undergo 
whoſe buſineſs itis to mend the world, -Cuſtome and felt- 
will are not the moſt flexile things, eſpecially, where va- 
riety of pleaſures and ſenſible youu perſwade the ſiffeſ; 
adheſion to them, Indeed therefore every _ 
Chriſtian is in ſome meaſure «4 mas of ſtrife + tor he thar 
hath enemies, which he muſt engage and cannot eafily 
vanquiſh, muſt eithet yield or contend for victory, But 
the Miniſtry , beſides the conteſts which they have with 
their own on and ocher inviſible foes, common to 
them with the Chiſſtian multicude, have many another 
ſtrife proper to their function, 

1, They have a ffrife with the Infidelity of men, Thoſe 
whom inoother matters we finde ſufficiently credulous and 
eaſy, in Religion often we can perſwade but little. Alas ! 
the practices of the age have rendred ir,not only the com- 
mon mode, but intereſt, to queſtion or reje& the -princi- 
ples of Faith, to the ead the braver minds , as they are 
thought, may not be precided, ſcopeand advantage to 


while he could not force himſelf co ſuffer them to periſh | 


compence, while he would have perfwaded the world to | 


defend their beloved Latitude of life: And thoſe very | a 
| | ons 
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| were, impregnates it with woe, is, its frequent unſucceſs- 


Mijerere Cleri..” 
ſons who will receive Novel curioſities upon conjectures 
and probable ſurmiſes of the very firſt Fundamentals .of 
all Keligionrequire demonſtrationsz and tolerable would 
our chntention be, would they either acquieſce- in them 
given, -Or not 2ccount every thing overthrown which they 
have been pleaſed ro droll upon, 

Nortleſs (2,)' are out conteſts with misbelief than with 
unbelief, The Enemy who ſowed tares ſeems to have ſer 
our-buc lictle after the good ſeeds-maen: and his evil ſeed 
both quickly ſprung up, and hath all along heen fruirful, 
Verily, hk e not ſervants ſtill at work, whom while 
we ſtrive to counter-work and ſuppreſs, are we not repu- 
red men of ſtrife : perſons who by making a clamour of 
damnable doftrines ſtirre up the Magiſtrate to perſecutions 
and ſevericies, and who obſtruct the- happy liberty and 
flouriſhing of the Kingdome © Thar is, in ctuth, who at 
preſent ( and 'tis bur a lictle ) ſtand\ in ſome mens way, 
chat they cannot do the miſchiet they would, or make the 
world as vitious, giddy and unhappy as themſelyes, A fad 
ching chat ſach — ſhould be denied men ! 

But (3.) we are yet further mes of ftrife, for we have 
daily conceſts with the evil manners of the world, and 
are ſtudying and ſtriving with all our might and main, eo 
bring Godlineſs and Honeſty, and Temperance and Charity 
into. publick faſhion, and, if it might be, univerſal pra- 
ice, In proſecution of which deſign, we many times 
meet with other contention, beſides'thart of labour, For 
when men cannor flight Gods worſhip, or cheat or revel, 
or maintain malice, but they muſt hear of it, it is-no 
wonder it they, who quarrel with reformation of lite, en- 
creat not well ſuch who would reform them. 

But that which makes this ſtrife ſoirkſome, and , 3s it 
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\fulneſs, and notwithſtanding perperual incumbency | 
Men will not be perſwaded to.Faith, to ſorngneſs, to Vir- 


cue, yet ſtill muſt we ſtrive on, and call and conjure anc 


b> 


every 


— 
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eyely way itruggle to reclaim: cheir ciſobedient and gain- 
ſaying minds, . And, ſpeed or not {peed ,:ceaſe we muſt 
not: Our being quier, were to betray thoſe who count 'v: 
contentious for ſpeaking, and, our very filence would 11 
for vengeance on our (elycs , whatever it would: bring or 
them who are ſo fond onir, Is not then this our work 
and funRion, as the caſe ſtands, a real miſery, If we holc 
our peace, albeit after rejeRtion, we are ſound guilty, A 
neceſfity is laid upon me, and wo is me, if 1 preach not the 
Goſpel, If we preach, we generally ſtirre up the minds of 
ſuch againſt us, whoſe vices we have taxts we embroi] 
2ur (elves in freſh heats, and,. Wo is me, for thus, I be- 
come 4 mas of ftrife and contention, 

But Iwill be bold to avouch this ſtrife innocent, though 
troubleſome, and of moſt worthy and proficable defign, 
'Tis onely great vice which makes our work ſtrife and 
then is pleas'd to brand us for contentious z who in truth, 
in all theſe conteſts are bur dutitul rowards God, and to- 
wards men charicahle-and compaſſionate, And, being the 
ſtrife, which cen, is of this nature, giveme leaye 
to ſay , 'Tis ſuch Which will not misbecome perſons of 
the greateſt honour and intereſt to aſſt usin, The ſword 
of peace, and they who bear it, may do mach for the aba- 
ting the heat of theſe conflicts, which chiefly, I ſay, riſeth 
from the boldneſs, and that boldneſs from the impunity 
of vice, Let me therefore humbly crave that no opportuni- 
cy may be omitted which offers it ſelf for the puniſhment 
of [rreligious, unſound and lewd perſons. With -thele, 
alas ! the poor Prophets have ſtriven, and ſtriven long 
many of us, and unſucceſsfully, and are for our labours, 
onely reputed men of contention, Bur when perſons of 
power interpoſe, the engagement will not be ro them mat- 
ter of ſtrife, but victory, He that threatens and cannot 
ſtrike , becomes ridiculous by his impotence: - and they 
who have enjoyed long impunity eaſily contemn facure 


vengeance, which theit experience tempts them to think 
will 


— 


ou 
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rogether can and will.puniſh them, is alone by audacious 
offenders reputed to ſpeak with Authority : and pardon me, I 
eech you, whoever may think your ſelves concern'd, if 
g2in requeſt you (o to ſpeak, where your own prudence 
J fidelity, not'my impertinence ſhall direct, 

I ſhall account my ſelt ro have ſaid enough to the Cler- 
gies, being men of ſtrife and contention, when I have dcf1- 
red my brethren to be men of no other frsfes, than thoſe | 
[ have alledged co engage all of us in common, Ir is an 
hateful thing to ſeeany man frequentar Courts, ſave thoſe | 
who come thither to ſerve their Country (and their feet | 
[ could even kiſs that they bring them thicher) -but of all 
'men to ſee a Miniſter wear out his ſhooes, or tire his horſe 
by going to Weſtminſter, or every aflize is moſt abamina- 
ble, Neceſfity indeed may acquit, grand convenience ex 

cuſe;  Jealoufies; projets, or ſelf-pleafing humours are no 
Pleas of innocence-buc guilr. 

Our Prophets ſecond miſery, whi ed from him 
this IVo i me, was ſcorntul {lights and} valuings, Fol 
we muſt know, if we take curſing ſtrialy for malicious im- 
precations, the rendring,, Zwvery one curſeth me, is not the 
moſt exat: the word original not being oppoſed to bleſ- 
fng but honouring, But in its Hebrew notion, as curſing 
mzny times ſignifies lighting , extenuating or contemn- 
ptive language, (ſuch curſing as undutiful children are 
guilty ot cowards their parents, when they render to them 
diſreipeRive terms where honourable ones are due) it is 
well admiſſible, "And this it ſeems the Propher was ſop- 
poſetl ro have met with in ſuch meaſure, that the Seprua- 
gint (though poſsibly miſtaking 777 tor 177, and then 
(upplyiag the fuppoled 'E{;pſis) and others from them, 
[have'not deubted to render his words, My ſtrength hath | 
failed me amoneſt thoſe that curſe me, 
Our ſtrengeh indeed fails us not yer, becauſe there is | 
o_ a thing as hope, not only that the contemptuous 

Ee world | 
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world may intime berhink themſelves of better mannas, 
but thar there is '2 bleſsing: which awaits thoſe, who-have 
been reviled for Righteouſneſs: ſake : and-we ateiapt:10 
think, that'ro' be lighted for being Miniſters, thatis/, 
Embaſſadours 'of Chriſt to perſwade men to their own 


happineſs and trueſt intereſt ; may be adjudged a caſe:of 
righteonſmeſs' in one world or rother, Bur yer can'we | 
not ac preſent(and alas moſt percinencly) /take up thac the | 
old Churches bemoaning addreſſe, Have mercy upon ws, 0 
Lord, have mercy upon us, for we are execedinely filled with 
contempt, Onr ſoul is exceedingly filled with the Scornine of | 
thoſe tha are-at eaſe, aud wih: th: contempt of the proud: 
to whom notwithſtanding we beſeech chee, Lord, to ret- 
der nothing but Mercy, Pardon, and Repentance. 

There is yet more of miſery which bronght Feremy, thus | 
as it were before his time to his Lamentations, To oppo- | 
| ſiti6ns and affronts were added flanders of no leſs alice 
than forgery and impudence, . Come , ſaid they, 'and /-t ul 
deviſe" deviſes againſt ' Feremiah, -— Come, let ug ſmite | 
him with the tongue, and let us not give heed unto any of his | 
words, His words were the precepts of heaven and rules : 
for holy living : now theſe'becaufe-they had no minde to. 
entertain or ſuffer, /they. reſolve on the deviſing ſome ſcan- 
[dal to caſt on his perſon, and ſo to-blaſt his Miniſtery whom 
| they could nor filence, | 
; Oh! that there were but ſo much Innocence in the age, 
that I wanted a' parallel co this impious Scratagem ! .i Bot ' 
is it not asclearas-theSun, that now. when Religion irſelf | 

hatl; been long. decryed 2s a fondneſs, 'and \ the idol ' of | 
weaker reaſons, by men who pretend to have engroſſed all 
maſculine wiſdom; when Chriſtianity (to ſay nothing of | 
| Chriſt irs founder) hath been publickly affronted by ſuch | 
who ſeem to reckon drollery, Comp and lewdnefs, the on- | 
ly excellencies of the rational life, and yet both Religion 
tn the general and Chriſtianity particularly, ſeemed ſtill in 
the poſſeſſion of their ancient _— and eſteem, oor 


—_— 


7 LJ 


—— 


\ we have- x our Friend, } 


| Miſerere Cleri. | 
only the people being generally tenacious of them, by 

| there being acertain-order of men, of learning, gravity an 

| ſome influence the multitude , whoſe S it 1s 
both-to defend and propagare this holy doQrine 3 | perſons 
of the CharaQter now given, have made it their work ro 
draw an 0dium and — onthat Order, moſt vily af- 
perfing ſome (and making bur a jeſt of it, when they had 
done) and involving the whole body 16@ more general im-: 
purations,, which would be ſure to blaſt their repute and 
intereſt, wherever thoſe imputations could be received, and 
ſo make their teſtimonies of little efte ro promote virtue, 
which it's before hand infinuated, they have no regard for 
chemfelyes. 

This, this then being our condition, that our work is 
perpetual contention with the infidelity , faRtiouſneſs, 
{chiſms, and other ill manners of men, and, which renders 
this the more troubleſome, that though we have long, 
withoutducceſs contended, we muſt ſill with utmoſt vi- 
gour proceed, that notwithſtanding all-our old and preſent 
buſying our heads, and concerning our, very ſouls for men, 

des oppoſition we receive, all-abroad , moſt bitter 
ſlighes, are reputed as the filth-of the world and the moſt 
impertineatof:all chings, a4ort of men who were found in 
the world and muſt live, bur are permitted 10 live onely 
clouded with a multitude of black aſperfions z This, I ſay, 
| being the condition of the very chief of us and all in com- 
| mon, what can be expected more haturally from us, if we 
may be ſuppoſed co atrend& unto our:mifery, than Woe ts me 
wy Mother that thas haſt borne me 4-man of ftrife and cont ex» 
[tion to the whole earth ! 

But bleffed be God,jit is to Earth only that we arerepu- 
red ſuch : (Our contention; being in the cauſe of Heaves, 
And tot to every one on earth 
neither:, but. ro ſuch onely who: bear the -Character "of 
| Earth ( are 11:45% ) ſons of ,Violence or obſcurity , the 
' meaner -or worſer fort, as earth the dregs of natwe, bo 
och 
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ſuch whoſe ſogls.ſeem made of mud toq , as. minding 
anely- earthly or more vile things, There are ſome mare 
Fenrrans  beaven-born. minds. (and I am confidens 1 

peak before ſeveral ſuch ar preſent.) who having te- 
nounced the hidden. things of diſhoneſty and diſhonoura- 
bleneſs, all yy ih and bad principles and-vilene(s, both 
ſtand up for the worſhip of God, and think a flavenly and 
diſorderly worſhip not worthy his glary z who are got fond 
to ſee their prieſts inrags,nor the taces or of chem.ar theus 
pate with leanneſs, The Lord give mercy unto ſuch in that 
day, And to all ſuch, who are conſcious. te themſelves 
of ſo worthy. minds ( and it is not onr fault it'any be nor) 
we in all humility addreſſing our felyes, beleech, what we 
complain of as the reception we find from the generality, 
none of them think in the leaſt ro reflet upon himſclf, 
Even in the text, thoſe general words [[ 4.214n of contention 
to the whole earth, and, Every one of them, or rather All them, | 
that is the generality, and ſome of all ſorts, curſe me ] were 


———— - —  -- 


not intended by Feremiah to delign the whole humane | 
nature, no, nor all of the Jewiſh aation, There were of| 


—_— 


them that hid Feremiah and Baruch, and ſtood as a skreen | 
between him and the wrath of the King. There were that 
viſited him in the dungeon, and lift him thence, and] 
brought him again unto the King, and procured favour. 
and kinder uſage for him, And venily,. Zxceps the Lord had 
left unto us ſuch aremnant, we ſhould have been as Sodom 

and we ſhould have been like unto Gomorrah, But bleſſed 
Kings our nurſing Fathers,and Queens our nurfing Mothers, 
cafomuch that ſkill our nm be thanked, is larger 
much than was that of the Prophets friends: And we hope 
he will yer remember us, For truly, ſuch Rill, is our. low|) 


And is confidence of the kind reception of what we ipeak 
| TEE 7 to 


be him that remembred us in our low eſtate, and hach made] 


—_— 


eſtate (if to be matter of the common'trample be to. be|| 
low) that we need the conſtancy rerybl 1245 of all our | 
friends, were they more numerous much than. they are.|. 
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co ſuch, we will adventure to lay our miſery yer farther 
open, by proceeding unto its grounds, firſt, Negatively 
expreſſed in the text, 7 have neither lent on »ſury, nor have 
men lent tome on uſury, | | 
I intend not here at all co enter upon the common place 
of Uſury: It ſhall ſuffice onely to ſay, that the Old Uſury 
in pratice amongſt the Jews was widely different from that 
which our Law permits, The precept which allowed it to 
them was ſo farfrom ſetting bounds to their avarice, that it 
ſeems to/have enlarged irs mouth, at leaſt as ſin took occaſion 
by the law, For the Law determining uſury la\yful to be 
exaced onely upon Gentiles, not bret —_— (and moſt 
probably on the ſeven Nations, whom God had command- 
ed them to afflit and caſt out, though afterwards, for their 
puniſhment, he ſuffered the remains of them to co-inhabir 
the Holy Land with his people) the Jews thought them- 
ſelves not onely allowed but in a ſort obliged (by the pre- 
co of affliting them) by 211 means eo extort from _ 
all chey could, Henceit came to paſs that where-ever they 
lent on uſury ( which by degrees they did to other than 
thoſeſeven Nations, indeed to any whoſe needs made them 
borrowers) they made all the adyantages they could on the 
neceflity' of the borrower , and- oppreſſion, extortion or 
grinding the face of the poor, became the ſame thing with 
Uſury, as not onely the Hebrew, but many of the Oriental 
names for Uſury ſtill impore, Whereas I ſuppoſe our 
laws which ſtate Uſury puniſh Extortion, Whence it is 
concjuftble, that they Ax urge tex's of the Old Teſta- 
ment” with ſo thuch heat agaitiſt the preſent ſe amongſt 
us, do not ſpeak Ad idem, if ad iderm nominis, not ret. 
Nowas to the Clergy in this caſe, I wiſh fare the great- 
eft number of them were as able to purge themſelves of the 


larrer cauſe, that they have not raken on #ſury, as they are 
of rhe former; that they havenort (nr. 7 3£27 
' But to quir the whole matter in ſo ſtrit an'acception, 


It s the obſervationof a learned Textuary, that uncer the 
JJ | one | 7 


i... es i.e... a AAmML_-- 


FS... XD — FC — = - ” Ia wo——_ - - 


” 


CRADLE LEEDS nn Eee n—e 
| A Sermon, Oc. 


one kind of Borrowing and Lending, he compriſes all othe: 
matters which men uſe to tranſa&t among themſelves in 
point of dealing or Trafhck, ' And ſo undoubtedly the 
ſummeof whar the Propher meant is more general , ye: 
reducible to theſe two points: He had neither been guilty 
in any caſe of rigorous exa&7:0n of what was his own, nor of 
Detention, Or undue holding, what was anothers: No one 
had matter of contestion with him inthings of this nature, 
nor could for theſe any man curſe him 

I am ſure for the Clergy generally 1 have the ſame plea 


co enter, 
1, It is not for any Extortion or ſevere ExaQtion that 


we meet with ſuch oppoſition and obloquy as what at 
preſent we labour under, I know indeed there are who ac- 
count receiving of Tithes, and ſuch revenues, which antient 
nurfing Fathers and Mothers bequeathed to the Church, 
to be ExaRtion. Butſuch muſt pardon us if we think what 
bounty gives, indigent induſtry may harmlefly receive, and 
farther crave, it may be thought hard, that ſuch, who 
will not give us any thing themſelves, ſhould ſeek to take 
away f- om us the antient Donations of others, I have heard 
that they who have been unqueſtionably learned in the 
Law,have ſaid, that he underſtands not how he holds his 
Lands, who thioks his T ithes his own: and that there is 
not the Family now in being, which can plead in ah un- 
interrupted line to have enjoyed any Poſſeſſions neer ſo 
long as the Church hath done this of Tiches: much leſs 
which hath had revenues (ertled by half ſo many Starates 
and legal Securities as theſe, Burt as to this of Tithes and 
other Church-revenues, I ſhall onely be bold to ſpeak 
in my own Profeſsion, uſing roo the words of. one vaſtly 
abler than my (elf therein, That God accepts of things 
given him and ſo holds a Propriety, as well in the New as 
Old Teſtament, and, That God gets this Propriety in 
thoſe things he holds, as well by an acceprtation of what is 


voluntarily given, as by a command that ſuch things 
| C3. ſhould 


Dr. Himmond. | 
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ſhould be preſented to him is moſt clear from $c1 iprure. 
The kaown caſe of Anenies and Sapphire will prove it. | 
i And thit he accounts himſelf to receive by the hands of | 
; his ſervants who want it, is no leſs evident from that pal- 
| (age, 1 was hungry and ye fed me, naked and ye clothed me, 
ſick and ye viſited me, &e, In a word, it is as much as it he| 
ſaid, Food, Raimeat, and Neceflaries, as well in {ickneſs as 
in health, ye the true Righteous Ones have provided for 
| me: ye have, as farre as was pcflible to you, provided for 
| me the Head (who abſolutely in my (elf am above the 
| ſphere of your bounty ) while your goodneſs, which could 
not extend to me, hath imparted to the Saints my members 
which are ox earth, And we cannot ſuppoſe (as my incom- 
| parable Authour proceeds) that he would take meat, and 
refuſe revenues, or like being ted and clothed to day, and 
being in danger to be ſtarved ro morrow. No more can 
we think, that the wanting perſons in whom he accounted 
himſelf tobe fed, clothed and (ſupported were only Laicks, 
| ye we ſpeak, perſons to be inſtructed, not at all their in- 
[ſtruers : For it were a ſtrange thing to affirm, Chriſt 
[ liked it extreme well to be fed and clothed in all His but 
| onely his Apoſtles or Seventy Diſciples, Beſides touching 

them expreſly he ſpeaks, He that recerveth you receiveth 
me,&c,Matth.10.40,05c, In ſumme then, it was lawful for 
thoſe antient Saints,, our Founders and Benefa&ours to 
give: it was not onely a lawful but good work, for they 
ave rewards promiſed and approportioned to them for 

their giving: and further, their giving makes the things 
given Gods, that is, the Churches his Proxy. Our laws | 
ſettle the Donation : where then is the Exaction in Re- 
ceiving © The rigour with which any exaR their dues, 
together with the ( ſeemingly ) unhandſome management 
of [uch, mares, if the particular neceſſitous conditions of 
| (uch perſons and the provocations of the deteinows do not 
excuſe 07 alleviate, yet may not, be extended beyond the 
| particular perſons guilty, and (0 is no crime of the body. 
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[t is evident then, that 'tis not for Zx«&#jons that wefare or | 
hear 'thes hardly; 


And-the rtflexion on what-we have ſaid will evince, that 
it is not (2.) for uajuſt Decention neher, For if what we 
hold be, both by che law of God and our-good Kings, ou: "_ 
own,we<aunot be ſaid, for holding it,dereinours of anorhers, 
Poſſibly ſome may ſay, all was not gwen us to raiſe roow | 
ſelves vaſt eſtages, to live in the greaceſtpomp, fpleudour, | 
andeaſe; but after necefſary ſuſtenance of our ſelves, to 
feed the hungry, to cloth the naked, and entertain 1ndi- 
gent ſtrangers, and not ſolely our rich friends, 1 moſt 
gladly grant all this: and certainly there are nor a few of ow 
the able Clergy who do this, only they defare to beexcuſed | | 
if they do nor ſound trumpets'to it; and 2s to thoſe, who 
being able do it not, 1 know no man at 1o baſe a ſpirit as to 
undertake their defence, | 

T here may be haply ſome who may account gratitude 
next to charity, and {ay, not unreaſonably, we ſhould out 
of our abundance <confider more liberally ſach who have 
ſuffered forus, Alas! ſhould every ſuffering Friend of the 
Church be according to merit gratified out of its rev 

the whole would not ſuffice to pay that one debr, And 
any alledge we have found wherewith ro gratifie enemies, 
let-that onely lie at the door of the guilty, and then 1 am 
ſure it will lie nor ar all nor at moſt of the Clergies, 
amongſt whom, if where there is an impotence of paying 
other thanks, prayers and love, and honour, and offices of 
kindneſs and Chriſtianity , might be reckoned as acts of 
graticude, I hope there are very few will be found uagrate- 
fl. Notwithſtanding even theſe charges therefore,the ge- 
nerality of us can moſt truly ſay, that 1f we lie under con- 
remprt and infatny, and are ſtruck at by any ar preſent, it is 
not either for Exa&ion or Detention. What the Clergy | 
receives or holds ar preſent is juſtly theirs z nor is it evident, 
the premiſes being conſidered, how any other caa receive 


ox hold the ſame without Sacriledge. 
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1 have done with what is not the cauſe of 'our Miſery : 
but I ſaid fomething of what is its cauſe was poſitively in- 
ſinuated in the text, and ſoir is in thoſe words, My Mather 
thou haſt born me a Man of ſtrife and contention. | 

Infants indeed when born, they fay, cry : but their 
lictle wrangles have more of Miſery than Contention : 
Howthen had his Mother born him ſachs Or why cries 
he out of an innocent-Parent £ Was the acceſfary to his 
Miſery, becauſe inſtrumental to his being © No: this 
wasSnot it, Feremiah, we muſt know, was the ſon of Hil- 
kiah of the Prieſts that were in Anathorh in the land of Ben- 


jamin: and being the ſon of a Prieſt he was ſo farr forth 
| borrva Prieſt; for as ſuch he was a&tually'to be admitted 
'as ſoon as by age ferviceable' for his office, The ſumme 
' then of what he complains of, as from his Mother was, 
' Becauſe thon haſt born me a Prieſt, thou haſt born me a Man 
'of ftrife and contention. And all us who were from our 
| Kirths by providence deſtin'd tothe ſame Office, ſeem alfo 
 ſer-forth as men appointed to the like Miſery; Perſons 
who have an Office devoly'd upon us to tell men of their 
| faults, to awaken .a thing call'd Conſcience, which the 
luxury and affected liberey of the age hath no mind to hear, 
and. beſides this are to live upon Tithes , or that'more 
envied matter Church-revenues, Ah! hence, hence are 
we Mem of contention and curſed by the multitude. Bur part 


1of this Miſery hath been already rouche, and the reſt per- 


haps'it is berter filently to devour, than to let the world 
hear of it; leaſt any ſhould be angry alſo that we feet ir, 

Are there then no cauſes of this your Miſery amongſt 
your ſelves ? will ſome ſay : none roo, which argue gu lt 
on.your fide ? 

Alas! if 1 knew none yer would I not juſtifieus; for he 
tharjudgeth is the Lord, But there are tautrs, 3nd/ thoſe 
too viſtble, though haply nor the ſame with them which 
are commonly charged upon us, To wit, 

1, Fawning and baſe Compliances for advantage 61 
| 


quiets 
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quiers ſake is a'faulc wany.of ns.cannot.acquit our {elves « 
This, as ſoon 85;perceivedy blafts ous amhaxity wh, 
perceiver, and expoſeth us 40 camempr :; and-;gis ſure 


Cbntemne me thisynomenty: 2nd [hats me the next, an: 
then immediately enter all che conſequents oh conceived 


| 


hate;Oppoſicions, calumnies, afftonts, &c, -; Again, 
3; Atta 


[call-that; when we cannor-fyrniſh our houſes nor tablesz 


clothes our families wear, orfaſhions they go in, are ſuch 
that out'neighbours. of beſt condition are tain to. ſtretch 
their eſtates, and -pethaps be; 45-layiſh of their time, to 
dreſs.and go ſo fine. as:quiy do.:.This;expoſerh us to. envy, 
aS the other to contempt, and an.eavied perſon can never 
live without oppoſers and detractours, 

3. Another fault. amongſt us which begets, us no love 
is Vain-glory, and derogating from others of-our brethren 
roadde untoour ſelves. We make one anogher exrſed, that 


to fly loftier in the. mouths of men than we do deſerve, 
Some of us would have our parts admired; and others our 
pains, and others -fomewhat.elſe-:- and accordingly when 
we meet with opportunities toour minds we lily infinuate, 
ſuch a mans preaching is at beſt dull and liveleis, ſuch.and 
ſuch are lazy and more ſtudious of the fleecethan flock, &c, | 
And tew hearers now-adays but canunderſtand the perſons | 
deſigned; by general characters, without +particular names | 
' or indigitations, Thus 19 Cathedrals ; we hear our ſelves | 
called lazy, by many who cannot be ignorant we miniſter 
weekly ellewhere, but are willing,:to the end their dili- 
gence may: be.admired, that the people-ſhould think we 
never preach but when in Qur.courſes (which-thoſe onely 
who {cldomeſt come here;think-moſt-flowly; co retarn) we 
ſeryethisaudience, I have no mind to exagitate, or drive 
- general through all the ſeverals Imighc : but in ſumme, 


it , D it 


tion of 200 ſplendid and-courtly living is no | 
friend nor virtne of:many of. the} Clergy, ,Courtly lving | 
| 


but'both appear emulous of choſe of Noblemen, and the 


is meanly or evil ſpoken of, becauſe ſome of us have a mind | 
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cunningly ) leaſt leath 
thus much; that they-ſay after os, ics, > | | 

' 4, Futther, No occaſion of Evil and Evil-ſpeak- 
ing to us is the ſeeking arena tou part pw and fami- 
lies, We profeſs to teach ſelf-denial contempt of ſe- 
cular gloties : we therefore evidently contradict our ſelves 
when moderne proviſions ſuffice us nor,+ And the truth is, 
Graſping #t too'large eſtates 'is neither '(afe ro us not ont 
poſterity as to the genera]; Not to us, inaſmuch as none 
can grow great without envy: '( Whether St. Hierome 
ſpoke 'it ont of Diſcontent or in ſobriery, ic is ſtrangely 
fok into moſt ' mens minds, -as' their praAtice 'ſpeaks; 
| Clericam tx inope divitem. quaſi\quandam Ppefters ſuge. ) 
| Nor to our poſtetity, for wiſe men have obſerved that the 
children of Clergy-men; who have beenwith [mean for- 
tunes put intro ways of- living NED own 
induſtry, have more perpetuated their fathers names. zhd 
honours, than thofe'who- having/been 'amply-bred have 
been lefr as amply provided for. Their parents have 
made them Gentlemenfand their own negligence Beggars, 
It is then more than double unprudence to venture. mine 
= ruins, that'I may: expoſe my fons to the ſame fate, 

aftly : ' if $47 | [: 400 111 

| 5, I cannot deny, but there ate amongſt us who are 
| guilty of encroachment upon the lower Clergy, The 
| abuſe of Diſpenſations and Pluralities tn ſuch. cales where 
[nothing btit [-_ wiens inſatiableneſs requires them, breeds 


'and a great deal of hate, obloquy and contempt ro ow 
heron = order, Bur I am an unfit perſon to ſpeak hereof, 
and ſay not what 1 would in this caſe, leaſt, in any thing 
I ys diſcontent ſhould ſeem ro prompt we. 

might pays this Catalogue obour fide, bur 
am more ways than one ſtraimed, Onely I canzort but crave 
leave ro adde, that there are ſeveral faults too on the ſide | 
| of 
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| ro: our engagements of co 


Iplay the Zavics. and Fack Faddings in the; Pulpit, 


| anſwerable practices, 
thoſe, who as good as profeſs to be'of no religion, yer have 
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| ration. 
x, Firſt, it is certain that a luxurious age will never ſhine 
upon the Clergy :-1 onely wiſh chis may not” prove one. 
2. Another, evil no leſs miſchievous to- us, is, that the | 
Multitude are and have: been along time venim'd with 
faRious and ſchiſmacical principles, which late diſorders | 
have infuſed ; and from this perverſe abundance proceed 


3. With the humour-of theſe male-contencs ſiike in 


told-the world they can be of any; in hopes that if the 
on-both-ſides-maligned Church ſhould fall,they may ſhare 
eicher-in the booty, or liberty , which. will accrue chere- 
upon, And upan the. whole:fram «he Genigs and infetions 
of both ariſeth an iwpoſſbility for us (eſpecially if we ſtick 

ormity ) generally to pleaſe, 
If we ſtudy ro ſpegk ſenſe, and deliver what we have me- 
ditated withobt: affecation, ye are dull -Pzeachers, If we 


peopleadmire and ſober loath ſþorh 4s and the offerings of 
the Lord, Tf we preach ſeldom,,chough well,, we are idle 3 
if mgm preach $00 often, poſably 49. preach well 
T ns, | dy " j 1 97 LO aA (1f,.3 Y 
6bſtat, chare Pudent; th ” res carbs libels, 

7 Letfartanque requens lafſes & tplet ops; 
Again, if we joe rune thae- is, preſs Virtues 
Holy life; we ate onely- Legal-Preathers; :if we -inveig 
againſt popular vices we ail: but if againſtqur:Govexpours 
wepleaſe indeed a great ( and! 1 fear-the greater) party bu 


very.impoſſtbilicy | of moat ('notwirhſtanding - all 
ſtudies and prayers) I could almoſt proteſt makes 


then we-became faRtious with thewd; —_— 
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alone well-nigh weary of my funRion' : but I do confi- 
avow thatthis, occaſioned as beforefaid is the firſt 
© fand chiefeſt cauſe' of all our miſery; of 'all che Oppoſi- 
tions, affrones, and ill reports we meer with. | 
The laſt rock, which I will point at, threatning ns 
with wrack isthe projeRions and contrivances of ſome who 
are taken ( rathet by themſelyes tha other competent 
judges) for deep and prudent men, "They could, in ſhort, 
better mold the laws (Civil and Eccleſiaſtical) relieve the 
SubjeR, promote publick intereſts, were thole laid aſide, 
who ſtand ſo importunately to this, that one Religion or 
Profeſſion of it ſhould in this Church lord it overall orher, 
As to the firſt caſe; that men ſhould ſtill beartempring 
the amendment of our Frame of Government, { contefs 1 
am truly amaz'd, Good God ! Are we not yer weary of 
Rota's # Have wenot been tumbled yer often enough from 
one veſſel to another ? Swely it is'now arlength'time to 
ſertle; if all of vs in ſtead of brains wear not quickf*ilyer, 
The Ancients accounted our Coutitry one of the! Fortwnate 


Tſlands : Truly it would ſoon be ſuch, if its inhabitants 
would once ceaſethelt ow Projedts, 


- As to the other 6f relieving theSubje&by the ruine of 
|the'Church,- F had almgoſt'faid;it is the grofleft abufe of 
[God;Religion and che Trueh; and beſides of rhe:King and, 
People; thac can be imagined,» omni Religione nihil tale 
| ine: VinditFa was of old the aged and leaned Lattantins 
{ his obſervation, And can we think, if there be any Truth 
[in Religionor tht being of 'a-Gady tht he, who! hath ever 
[avenged cheFabſe'vt moek»godsywhenrfacriledge hath 
[been comMhitted on whit was devored ro them, will beleſs. 
Zealous in his own' honourcand. cauſe? "Give me leave a 
lictleyT. befeech/you':7 What is become of grearer revenues 
| 4liegared fromthe Church thanthoſe at preſent remaining 
£0 Cathedrals 2s che:Crown richer for them” Or the 
mz mc Or-woald what is left: ſatisfie © And how 
<7 2:  {_ <"Iyomn 
P1005; You| 
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ceive our Miſery is great, I ſhall onely adde, thart- beſides 
| what we have lamented to you, there is yet much remain- 
ing which we keep to our ſelves, intending our complaint; 
(hill be like Feremie's, moderate not exorbitant, which 1 
ſhall briefly couch on, as being the ſecond thing pro- 
miſed, . 

Our Prophet ſeeing ſo much contention,ſo much ſcorn, 
{omuch obloquy attend kim, and-that meerly becauſe of, 
his Office and care in its diſcharge, which'as to him- 
ſelf had ſo much pains and thankleſnels in it, yet ſo happy a 
deſign as to others, thus' bemoans- himſelt, Io & me my 
Mother, that thou haſt born m: a Man of ftrife, &c, Invother 
words, Miſerable, wotul man-that'1 am ! He dortynor (ay, 
Wois me that I was born, but that 1 was born a man of 
ſtrife and contention, that is,a Prieſt,and ſanRified from the 
womb to be a Prophet, He complains his office had much 
of Wo init: and the premiſes confidered, Had not his ? 
Hath nor ours * Yer, 

1, As Feremy did not, ſo neither do we relinquith cur 
'Office for its burden. Such regards of Fame we leave as 
proper to many of our Factiews DetratFours ; being reſol- 
ved gur ſelves #p bear the Clouds as well as Heat and burden 
of the day, Being therefore we are (through Divine grace) 
thus reſolutely diligent inour Lords vineyard, we hope ne1- 

ther he nor any juſt judge will reckon it to us as a crime, 
that having ſuch a load on us,ir prefſerh from our labouring 

hearts now and then a groan: Eſpecially when we 

2; Donot (as,nor here doth Feremy.) accuſe our God 

that he hatch laid our burden ſo heavy, Poſſibly 'tis our 

unskilfuineſs or miſcarriage that hath, as to our ſenſe, in- 

hanc't its weight: Our fins haply have added unto itspreſ- 

ſure, and the load would fit much eaſter were. om ſhoulders 

better qualified, or had we laid aſide eyety other weight; 

Atxhe worſt, the Gay haſtens apace when we (perſevering) 


" You ſee I repreſs my ſelf : and ro'the end you may con- 


oxrs; and then, no more weight, = 
that 
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that of glory, which the preſent preſſures (chat then will 
ſeem, not onely light; but ſweet in their memory and re- 
wards) ſhall exceedingly and eternally adde unco, Whete- 


| fore as we faintnor, ſo neither do we marmur or 


3. Nor yet do we inveigh againſt men who thus load 
us with ftrifes, flights, and calumnies z except the meer 
lecting them know their (ins, ours as well as their own mi-; 
(eries, be ſogaterpreted, And as long as thus only, with 
Feremy, we complain, with all ſubmiſſion to God, meek- 
nels to men, and reſolved diligence in our troubleſome 
work, we truſt we ſhall neyer be adjudged in any meaſure 
exceſſively querulous. 

Bur if theſe be not expreſſions of diſcontent, what de-: 
fign havethey*s . They have the ſame deſign as had Fe- 
remy's complaint in the Text, the View of which was the 
laſt thing propounded, and intended as the Application 
of all, 

Firſt then, as Feremy, ſo we thus publiſh our miſeries to 
bring men to Relentings of heart and ro Repentance for 
theſe ſtubbornnefſes and irreligiouſneſſes which will other- 
wiſe deprive them of Eternal life, as at preſent they hinder 
thoſe, who deſign their happineſs and watch over their ſouls, 
of a quiet life, This is the+reaſon of qur yehemency, and 
clamours, as ſome may eſteem them, Alas ! we have no 
diſpleaſure, no-enmity or quarrel with rhe perſons of any 
men: we are adverſaries onely to their adverſaries, that is, 
their vices, Let men renounce but theſe, and we forthwith 
quit not onely 21] we {eem'd to have againſt chem, but-opr 
very opinion, ſenſe, and complaints of our own abgve- 
lamented miſery, We change our Wo «xe,into Bleſſed me, 
and Bleſſed my mother that haſt bora me.a man ot ſo hap- 
py ſtrife and contention; - for I have converted @ ſinner from 
the errour of hicwayes. Let me then moſt paſſhonately im- 


theirown (akes, and out ofa regard to' the inmortal ſouls 


they wear, yet that out of ingenuity, out of generous agd| 


| facrom beg of ouroppoſers and.detraQouts;jtt not for!, 
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tba defign, which we may bayein-indulging theſe 
complaints, which it is not amprobable too Feremy 
might have in his eye, is , the putting our ſelves on 
a ſtr enquiry, | whether we owe , our - mi- 
ſeries - to our crames,: The Prophet { (Ifay) to 
have ſearched, when he pronounces, - 7 have neither lent 
on uſury, nor have men lent to me on wſwry, And I be- 
ſeech, in all reverence, all my brethren, that I may (| 
in this deſign on them: it any of us particularly apprehend 
ur ſelves men of ſtrife, 8c, in the ſenſe infifted on, let 
ſuch be pleaſed impartzally tro enquire, if themſelves be 
guiltlefs as totheir own miſery, If they are not as to their 
, iris certain they cannot be as to their brethrens. I 
know, none of thofe, whom at preſent I addreſs my ſpeech 
co, want abilities troſuggeſt more heads of ſacerdocal mil- 
carriages then I have touched, Thoſe abilities and di- 
vine grace, which will be wanting to none in ſach deſigns, 
improve to an honeſt ſcratiny and Reformation, and it 
will undoubtedly much remedy both your own and others 


i 


Woe, 

A third defign, which in theſe complaints we truly have, | 
and Feremy might have, is, to move Perſons of Power and 
Place to our pity and Relief, Nor canl but pr——_— 

—_- 
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ſelt, 1 have alread in my requeſt, where I am'ſ{o con- 
fident juſtice The ſamme crave is, all poſh ble en- 
couragement to ſerious Religion, and eſpecially tothe 
profeſſion of it at preſent ſettled, With many, all Reli- 
gion is decryed as an abuſe of credulous mankind :. with 
others, either the preſent Religion amongſt us impugned 
or the ſttinels (as 1s-prerended) of its preſent ſertclemenr, 
Now nothing can contribute ſo much 'to the intereſt of 
Religion in common as the countenance of great and grave] 
perſons, Nothing can do this particular profeſſion of it 
more ſervice than their vigorous adheſion to its laws, And 
remember, 1 beſeech you our late confuſtons : Can any ſo- 
ber man be fond on Hemms and Expletives and Non-fenſe| 
for- Prayers, of confuſed \Noiſes for Praifes; of Ruines'for | 
| Churches, or blue Aprons, and ſuch like cattle for Preach- 
'ers, Behold the goodly majeſty, yer gravity and modeſty 
| of our preſent Qrder : The place auguſt ; the-prayers -and 
| Hymns certait$Yevour, complete; the Harmony full ; they | 
who miniſter,in a reverend decency,andeach inſtructed and 
| exerciſedin his faculty: The whole ſtriking a ſacred Awe 
| and Veneration upon the Enterer, and ſo fitting him with 
| an holy fear and tranſport of. mind to fall down and worſhi p 
, the unſeen Bray? of Holineſs, the eſſential glory of the in 
finite God, 6. , I ſay, and cofider all, and let: your 
ſouls ſeriouſly deprecate and abhorre the day, that ever 
the Ares and the Hammers ſhould be at work again in the 
Temple, except-it be to repair its deficiencies, or thatz fox 
want of bread unto irs Miniſters,. the glory of Mount $19 
ſhould become deſolate, and as a lodge” in a garden of Cn- 
cumbers, Hob | 
In caſe theſe deſigns ſhould fail which God forbid ) we 
have yer one more; and that is by this viewof our miſcries| 
and theſe complaints and lamentations of it, to move our 
own, and all pious bteſts-to a moſt afe@tionate ardour, and 
inten{nefs. of Devotion, and thereby Him-to pity," whoſe 
pity is-rogether help,, and alone-powertul- to:turn our La- 
=. mentations' 
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mentations into Hallelujahs of joy,. our fears into ſatery, 
and ro make our mountain fand faſt, And to him are our 
eyes + We have looked for peace, but bthold tatteringa, for | 
the time. of healing, but behold trouble Ste; '© Lord, me be- 
ſeech thee, we are bectme-wile. — gy 09y 0 Lord, 
our iniquities and the iniquity of our forefathers , for we 
have all ſinned againſt thee, Tet do not thon abhorre us ve- 
ry much, For thy names ſake, do not diſgrace thi throne of thy 
glory, Or, if 10 it is decreed, for our fins, that we ſhall | 
be ſcattered, Scatter us, O Lord, but ler our diſperſions | 
intirely praiſe thee,and find us out ſome Wilderneſs where 
we may in Order if not Decexcy, ſing, Glory be to the Fa- 
ther; Son and Holy Ghoſt, 


Glory be to God on high, and on earth Peace, 
Goodwill towards mankind. 
Amen, Amen, 
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